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THE prompt return of the students at
the close of the Christmas recess is commendable. 'With but few exceptions all
were in their accustomed places at the
opening exercises on January 5 and ready
to begin work. The recess was evident ly
enjoyed by all , as evi nced by the num ber
of anecdotes and incidents rel ated and by
the uni\'ersal assertion of a general good
time. All immediately settled down to
hard work preparatory for the 111 id-year
examinations h eld last week, and with
results creditable to both stude nts and
professors, as but few failures occurred.

*

*

*

THE lecture delivered by 1\11'. Handy
in the college chapel, January 14, on
"The Road to Victory," was ind eed a
treat. It is recognized as the best lecture
delivered at Ursi nns for some time. It
not onl y abo und ed in numerous thrllsts
of wit and scintill ations of hUll1 or, but
was high ly instrnctive and contained
many truths which if applied wonldll1ake
the world happ ier and better. It was a
lecture that a ppealed to the popnlar heart,
gi\·ing such advice and counsel that can
be used in practical life, and was interspersed with personal reminiscences and
illustrations that could not have failed to
be impressive. 1\11'. Handy, besides having a fin e lecture, is an eloq uent and forcible speaker a nd possesses th e rare power
to mingle th e instructive a nd usefu l with
the hUlll orons and entertaining.

*

*

*

THE plan for increasing the endowm ent fund of the college $ I5 0,000, which
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appeared ill thc last nllmber of the BULLETIN and which was launched with the
beginning of the year, is well under way
and promises well. It is a pla n that is
unique in its features, and the propositions, as set forth in it, are sil11ple, direct
and easy and make it possible for every
one to contribute. The salient features
of the plan are that it will be immediately effective and that it utilizes the universally successful principle of giving ill
small sums and frequent payments. A
brief mathematical calculation will show
that the plan does not seem to be impracticable or that the object to be accomplished is unattainable. Connected also
as it is with the sesqui-centennial anniversary of the founding of the Reformed
Church in the United States, it will help
to secure the proper observance of that
important event and by so doing will
place Ursinus in the proper historical
relations with the church whose true
principles and interests she has always
eagerly advocated and defended.

*

*

*

THE necessity for increasing the endowment fund is evident to those acquainted
with the needs of the institution. For
many years after her founding Ursinus
was compelled to struggle against almost
overwhelming odds, but under the skilful
management and through the self-sacrificing devotion of those devoted to the
principles for whose justification she was
founded, she was safely guided through
the perils and the besetments that surrounded her, until at last brighter days
dawned upon her.
Notwithstanding the odds against her,
Ursinus early gave promise of the successful fulfilment of the mission for which
she was established. Founded upon a
broad educational basis and established

under a liberal chartcr, she early began
to enlarge the range of her usefulnes~,
but it was not until after the generous
gi fts of Robert Patterson and others were
recei ved that she was placed upon a sound
financial basis and that she attained to
the first rank in scientific eqllipment and
collegiate training.
Being thus firmly established, Ursinus
began in earnest to better her equipments
and to spread her influence. By comparing the courses of study and the equipments of today with those of a few years
ago we realize what advancement she has
recently made. In her earlier days there
was practically but one complete course;
today there are four. Each is separate
alld distinct from the others, but still so
closely interwoven with them that transition, if desirable, from one to another is
comparatively easy. Formerly she had
no laboratories; today she has three fully
equipped. During the present year a
coml11ercial department was added and
we understand that several others will be
instituted next year.
Such improvements as these show the
progress recently made by Ursin us, and
it is these advances that have carried her
expenses beyond what her earliest supporters regarded as sufficient and that
make an additional endowment necessary.
The present resources would be sufficient
had not the recent improvements been
made and were none contemplated, but
this is a progressive age and Ursinus mnst
keep pace. Reports already received indicate that the plan is being well received,
and we sincerely hope that all friends and
supporters of Ursinus will combine to
make one grand, united effort to place
her in such a position in which she can
completely realize and fulfil the mission
for which she was founded.
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LITERARY CONTRIBUTIONS.
A SONG OF THE PER,KIOMEN .
I sing of th' PerkiomenIts sky-reflected hue,
Its wooded banks, its tranquil flow,
Its stone-fringed shallows, too.
'Tis a song of pleasant waters
In the days of long ago,
When dusky sons and daughters
Its banks roamed to and fro.
I love its lisping music,

Its liquid lullaby:
A soothing song that lolls along
Like lovers' peaceful sigh.
'Tis a song of lips g rown speech less,
Of a warri ng savage race,
Whose watch-fire's gleam, near th' classic stream,
Oft shimmered upon its face .
I

Like dreams, well-nig h forgotten,
These sh adows come and go
From out the g loom of Time's dark womb
Like spectral shapes of snow.
'Tis a song of limpid waters
More bright than Tiber's streamA song of spray-a silv'ry layThat came from blades agleam.

o bright,

pure stream, still flowing,
We bless thy waters fair,
As warriors bold, in times g rown old ,
Attuned their voice in pray'r.
'Tis a song of purling waters,
Whose wavelets kiss the shore,
Where meet our sons and daughters
As once those did of yore.
COL. T. C. ZIMi\lERMAN,

(Ed. of ReadiJlg Times).

IS THE CIVILIZATION OF ANCIENT
GREECE AND ROME GENERALLV
OVERRATED?

Throughout all ages, civilization has
been transmitted from one g reat member
of the family of nations to another. It
thus happens that the older nations, which

early attained to a high degree of culture,
became the teachers of the nations which
were slower in coming to maturity.
Viewed in this light, it can be seen that we
owe much of our civilization, and indeed
. the greater part of it, to the ancient nations, and particularly to Greece and
Rome, from whom we have directly
recei ved it.
The civilization of Egypt and Chaldea,
which was matured long before Greece
arose from its condition of ignorance and
barbarity, was transmitted through the
Persians, Phoenicians and Lydians to the
Greeks, among whom it became famous
though incomplete and imperfect. The
Greeks themsel ves in turn became the
instructors of the Romans, who have
transmitted the ci\'ilization of ancient peoples to modern nations. Greece and Rome,
therefore, are the conn ecting links between the ancient world and the modern.
From Greece we ha\'e received the
artistic and the intellectual sides of our
ci vili zation. In both art and intellectual
pursuits, Grecian civilization is still our
teacher and pattern. Our ideals of construction, form and beauty in architecture
we owe to the Greeks. The Greeks have
given us what we still regard as essentials
and proper rules to be observed in bui lding. In scu lpture we have nothing which
can s urpass the works of Phidias, Polycletus and Praxiteles, and we still hold the
works of these sculptors for our models.
In intellectua l pursuits the Greeks are
in many points unri valled. The poetry,
histories, dramas and oratory of the
Greeks are still studied not alone for their
classic value, but because of their important bearing upon our own civilization
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and lifc. Philosophy we owe entirely to
the Greeks, who were the first to inquire
into thc reason of things. We do not
owe much of our science to the Greeks because they were not its original discoverers, yet much credit is due them because
of the high degree of excellence to which
they brought mathematics and astronomy.
From Rome we have received our civil
and social civilization. We owe very
little of our artistic or intellectual civilization to the Romans because 1lI0st of
the Roman civilization was borrowed
from the Greeks. On the other hand,
the basis of law and jurisprudence of the
present day is derived not from the Greek,
but from the Roman code of laws.
Our social civilization has also been
greatly influenced by the Romans. As
an instance let us consider the position
of woman among the ancients. Among
the Greeks, though she was honored and
respected in the heroic age, she was afterward despised and treated as an i nferior. Woman was regarded as an inferior
by all eastern nations, but the Roman
matron always held a place of honor and
esteem in the household, and, especially
after the introduction of Christianity, the
sexes were recognized to be on a more
equal footing. This respect for woman
and her treatment had an important effect
upon the civilization of later times, and
aided materially in establishing the present condition of society.
With these few facts before us we can
readily see that the importance of the civilization of Greece and Rome is not overestimated. When we consider onr own
rapid progress during the past hundred
years, we are more likely to underrate
the civilization of Greece and Rome than
to overrate it.

A., '99.

OUR HIGHER EDUCATION.

The American ideal of education is
social in its nature. It includes the New
England, the political, and the industrial
ideals in one of complete and rounded
manhood and womanhood. To this is
the existence of the American college
due. Within the last quarter of a century, the American university has grown
up to supply needed opportunities for
original research and advanced work in
our own country. Thus the college occupies an intermediate position between
the lower school and the university.
The last decade has brought forth
many changes in our colleges. The curricula consist of parallel courses with certain languages or sciences predominating,
and an extensive system of electives. It
is necessary for the student early to select one course and several electives to
the total exclusion of the rest,- and this
when least prepared to do so. Such a
condition gives rise to premature specialization. The young student choo~es a
course and electives along a certain line,
and casts all else aside as being useless.
In many cases, the result may be a specialist, but in no case is it more. Specialists in every department are easy to
find; but it is difficult to find one broad,
well rounded thinker. The value of the
old college was due, in a great measure,
to. the discipline of required courses.
Many of our colleges go farther; they
attempt the establishment of post-graduate courses. The large libraries, the
extensive laboratories, the valuable museums, all of which are necessary in individual work, can be found only at the
largest universities. Even these iustitutions are not able to furnish the individual
instruction, for which European univer-
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sltles are so valuable. The college, or
university of college grade, that keeps
college graduates in its halls, furnishing
insufficient instruction, inadequate equipment, and unsympathetic associations is
doing a gross injustice. On the other
hand, very rarely if ever, should anyone
who has not taken a college course be
allowed to pursue special lines of work
at a university. It is necessary that there
be a broad foundation upon which such
work cau safely be built, and collegiate
training furnishes the best foundation.
With a proper understanding between
college and university, this weakness
might be remedied to the advantage of
all concerned.
The age, however, at which the bachelor's degree is taken is said to prevent
the restriction of university work to graduates only. In this country, the degree
is taken later than in any other country
ill which it is conferred; to which add a
course of three or four years in a professional school, and the claim will seem
reasonable. For at the age of twentyfive years a man should be fairly well
established in his profession; but, as it
now is, a man taking a professional and
a college course cannot even begin to
practice at that age. College graduates
find it difficult to overcome the advantages gained by those who have entered
the professions three or four years earlier.
Naturally, the solution of this difficulty
is said to be contained in the college.
At present, American educators are earnestly at work upon the point which
seems to promise a solution of the difficulty. It is a point upon which, it is
claimed, no two of our colleges entirely
agree. It is true Latin, Greek and Mathematics are the usual requirements for
admission to college; but the amount re-
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quired in each differs widely. College requirements afford an example where an
absolute rule will not always hold good.
In this age a liberal education can no
longer be characterized by particular
studies. Changes in the requirements
are necessary as one generation is different from another. What is suitable, at
the present, may be entirely out of place
in the next generation. At no time has
so strong a force been felt, demanding
that certain changes be made, as at present. It has aptly been called "the world
current." Everywhere it demands the
recognition of new studies as of equal
value with the old Humanities.
The Greek language is causing preparatory schools more trOll ble than any other
entrance requirement. Although it holds
the means of the finest literary training;
yet, at this time, it is hardly an essential
element of a liberal education. It is not
necessary to become a linguist in order
to derive educational value from it; and
besides this is also a scientific age. Thus
it is that in many cases it is not suitable,
and even too good for many men who
deserve a liberal education. If elementary Greek were offered in our colleges,
the difficulty would, in a measure, be
remedied. Why can the American college not offer elementary Greek as well
as elementary German? The stud en t
would have the ad\'antage of greater maturity and linguistic training before beginning it, and in many cases he would
be able to finish his education several
years sooner.
The solution will be neither German
nor English, but purely American. The
college will continue to be the democratic
institution it has been, and ever must be,
for the welfare of our nation. Its noblest
work will be to develop the American
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youth into broad and perfectly rounded
men and women; doing its work well,
and then sending them forward into wider
field of action and on to greater achievements.
A. L. H., '99.

HAWTHORNE'S SCARLET LETTER.
(A CIa •• Criticism.)

The finished scholar, the professional
cri tic m igh t wi th propriety cri ticise th is
work, but the beginner in literary studies
is likely to be so awed by this prodnct
of magic genius that he can not impassionately judge, but must almost inevitably eulogize it.
The Scarlet Letter is the greatest
American novel and the masterpiece of
one of onr most famons authors. To en·
deavor to criticise the diction of the work
with the purpose of correcting or improving it would be folly for most of us. The
puri ty and elegance of the language used
in this tale is such as is found in few
works except th~se of Hawthorne. The
scene and the descri ptions of the story
are beautifully presented and show accurate knowledge of the time and customs.
A tale of sin and conscience can not
fail to cast a gloom over the reader. It
is trne that we need our attention called
to such things occasionally, but man
should dwell more upon the bright and
the beautiful in life than the sad and the
melancholy. Accepting: the theme, however unattractive it may be to some, we
may consider the way in which it has
been handled by a mind of wonderful
analyzing power and remarkable ability
for developing the mysterious. How
skilfnlly the reader is introduced to the

story! The sin itself is avoided-it had
no lessons and would have been vulgarbnt in its consequences upon the four
characters concerned Iie the moral truths
which Hawthorne no doubt wished to
bnrn into our minds as he burned the
scarlet letter into the heart of Hester
Prynne.
The development of the plot is slow,
patient, almost unnoticeable. The reader is not startled by a sudden unfolding,
but is carried gradually and with infinite
care to the conclusion. There is little
action; each chapter, indeed, is developed
around one or more acts as nuclei and by
beautiful descriptions of objects and persons and keen analysis of the minds of
the actors becomes intensely interesting.
The use of the scarlet letter is masterly.
To most writers it would have been a
hindrance, but the genius of the anthor
thus manifests itself. The small number
of characters used is also a remarkable
feature of the work. Most novels have
from ten to fifty, but the Scarlet Letter
has only four of importance and not more
than seven or eight are distinctly presented to the reader throughout the entire story. This I consider a mark of power,
since by the introduction of many lesser
lights the fullest understanding of the
work is prevented and the interest in the
chief actors is, in many cases, lessened.
At any rate we can see no other way in
which the action of conscience in these
few characters could have been so strongly and clearly bronght out as by making
them the sole actors in the drama.
Hester Prynne is a character in which
the fancy and the emotional imaginative
power of the man found play. She is a
noble character and apart from her first
sin would command respect were it not
for the step she is made to take toward
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the close. vVhen Hawthorne causes Hester to suggest to Dimmesdale their flight
from the community and the hope of a
happy life together in some distant hom e,
he destroys, in a great part, the admiration I had felt for her. I still sympathize
with her, but for me the strength of
character which the author had given
her is weakened.
Arthur Diml11esdale, what a psychological study! Was there augh t of hi III
but conscience? He too was a product
of genius. The question arises in man y
minds, Could anyone who had not experienced guilt ann moral agony have
painted so perfect a picture? We cannot answer, but if he had not it is certain
that he was endowed with wonderful
power of imagination which he, no doubt,
cultivated during his years of solitude.
In old Roger Chillingworth, no less
than in Dimmesdale, we are awed by the
terrible reality of the changes wrought
by sin. It almost seems as if we could
see the devil's servant planning his revenge upon the minister. Pearl, too, is
a child of Hawthorne's fancy; yet so real
is the picture, so true is she to the child of
flesh and blood under such influences, that
we find nothing improbable in her
nature.
Sin, the theme, how wonderful, how
skilful the treatment! Nothing vulgar,
coarse, common, nothing offensive to the
most pure and refined even in a tale of
crime. How could the consequences of
sin upon body and soul have been more
forcibly presented? In most respects the
work is almost perfect. One can not
help sympathizing with the beings whose
woes are told and he who call not find in
the book many valuable truths will search
in vain for them elsewhere.

79

The only thing distasteful to me in the
book is the g loom, the sad ness, th ~ melancholy. Such books depress us, burden
us with the weight of others' guilt. In
Hawthorne's works I find beauty and
truth, but upon finishing them I ha\'e a
marked feeling of relief as if some great
load had fallen from me and I had
again escaped fro111 his land of mystery.
"On a field, sable, tlte letter A gules."

R. l\IEARNS YERKES, '97.
ANTINOMIAN ISM IN AMERICA.

According to the Hebrew Bible, the
earth had been given to mankind on certain conditions. The terms of this original covenant had been violated by Adam;
and the Covenant of Works, as it was
called, was terminated by one party to it.
Under this covenant all of the seed of
Adam would have been saved, and would
ha ve enjoyed after mundane death an
eternity of heavenly life. vVhen the Covenant of 'Norks was thus canceled, the
Creator, ejecting Adam, made, out of a
spirit of pure mercy, a new co\'enant with
him and his seed, under which not all the
sons of man would be saved, but only
snch of them as the Creator might see fit
to spare,-the Lord's elect. This was
the Covenant of Grace.
The question asked by the antinomian
was as to the elect,-which among the
living sons of Adam were, through the
Covenant of Grace, to enjoy life-everlasting ?-and which, walking under the
Covenant of Works, were destined to an
eternity of hell-fire?
The name antinomian was coined by
Luther and applied to the adherents of
John Agricola, who maintained that the

Ho
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moral law, as such, was not binding upon
Ch ristia ns, the an ti llomian dogma havi ng
it, that being spiritual their nature could
not be corrupted whatever m ight be their
moral conduct. Agricola maintained that
the New Te tament furnished all that
was n ecessary for g uidance in the Christian's path, not in the form of positive
precepts so much a in the form of principle and motives. Thus the decalogue
of the Mosaic code had been suppl anted
by the Sermon on the Mount.
In America, the Covenanters of Grace
claimed that the Covenanters of Works
were not sealed and were no more able
ministers of the Gospel than were the
disciples before the resurrection orChrist.
Both parties agreed that "the Hol y Spirit
was God, and that it dwelt in believers;
but the Scriptures do not declare how."
All agreed that "sanctificatioll did help
to evidence justification," but all did llot
agree as to the indwelling of the Holy
Ghost, "and none except Anne Hutchinson and Sir Henry Vane wonld assert the
"union of the person of the Holy Ghost,
so as to amount to a personal nnion."
Cotton believed in the "indwelling of the
Holy Ghost in a believer;" Sir Henry
Vane, "in a personal union with the
Holy Ghost."
The nucleus of the antinomian controversy lay in the dress, the speech and the
bearing of the clergy. If Mrs. Hutchinson
had not pretended to have had direct intercourse with the Almighty, she came
dangerously near it. She professed to
have felt the spirit of God upon her,
though she did not claim to be inspired.
The divines had only the word; they
claimed no direct communication with
the Almighty, yet their Jehovah had spoken with Moses. Anne Hutchinson was
considered impudent in her claiming to

have evolved a knowledge of the divine
from her own "inner consciousness;"
which interpreled m eans, "I am holier
than thou."
The Rev. Cotton argued: "That while
it was wrong to persecute man against
conscience; no m a n's conscience compelled him to reject the truth; and therefore to force the truth upon him could be
no violation of conscience."
The conception of spiritual freedom
and religious toleration had no more footing in the mind of the 17th century than
the idea of freedom in crime and immunity from its ).egal penalties has now.
Human thought had not yet grasped the
distinction between personal lib e r t y
where the rights of others are not involved
and license wh ere those rights are involved. Wh en Bible law was substituted
for Papal dictum, the human mind received its early education as to the difference between spiritual freedom and crimi nal license.
When adjured for practicing in exile
that intolerance on acconnt of which they
had gone into exile, these Puritans replied, that "they fled fr0111 man's inventions. The institution being of God, the
sin was not in the magistrate who compelled, but in the perverse will of him
who stood in need of compulsion." The
final, "Thus saith the Lord," had gone
from Rome to Boston.
Antinomianism was the refuge of the
libertine; to the elect, salvation is sure;
to the non-elect virtue availeth not. The
Americans were not true controvertists,
for they were named in derision. American antinomianism is suffering for "conscien tions non-conform i ty."
One not learned in legal technicalities
nor familiar with rules of evidence will
declare that the treatment the accused
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underwent "deserves the severest epithets
of censure." The casuistry to which the
early New England clergy gravely had
recourse might have moved the admiration of a Jesuit.
The discussion, bristling with dialectics, was overlaid with a rubbish of learning, yet it was not apparent wherein the
minister differed from the priest. Both
had recourse to civil persecution to compel religious conformity. It was the theocratic period in l\Iassachusetts and the
church was too anxious to meddle in the
affairs of state. They converted the General Court into a mere mach ine for the
civil enforcement of their own inquisitorial decrees. Mrs. Hutchinson was found
guilty of "traoncing the ministers," and
it was proposed to allow no further freedom of religious thought in Massachusetts. This was a parliamentary though
drastic expeoient to secure unanl1nity.
As a result of this diatribe, the whole
Hutchinson family was murdered in exile; Mary Dyer was put to death by her
brethren; two were hung and several
banished . Jndged in the light of later
events, the 17th century civil or religious
protestan t was better than the 17th century century inquisitor; but when the
protestant becomes inquisitor-what epithet shall we evoke or with what epitaph
shall we emblazon?
The battle over 1\lrs. Hutchinson involved the question whether Massachusetts was to be radical and doctrinaire or
conservative and practical. It was a
struggle for civil power and ecclesiastical
supremacy, and illustrated the malign
influence apt to be exercised by the priest
and the woman as active elements in
political life.
R. L. ]., '97.

Sr

TIME OF YOUTH.

There is a time for everything. Every
period of human life has its peculiar
mission. A child should not be required
to perform hard labor. The youth, who
goes about in a lifeless manner and is
not inspired by any lofty ideal, presents
a sad spectacle. What shall we say of a
fu ll-grown man that spends all he earns
in the pursuit of vain pleasures and worthless amusements? Or of a man, decrepit
with age, who has not learned to control
his passions?
However, it is not the purpose of this
article to consider life as a whole, but
only to state a few thoughts concerning
that period which has been rightly named
the springtime of life. It cannot be
doubted that this period furnishes the
romantic part of life. Now the power of
bo::ly and soul are fully developed. The
will-power is strong, feeling intense. The
power of com prehension grows with the
increasing desire of learning. A strong
desire for travel and adventure is manifested. The young man seldom thinks
of the past and the present, but is entirely
absorbed in the future, which appears to
him in the rosiest light. If he should
suddenly awake from a dream of ideals
and be obliged to face stern reality, he is
apt to pass at once from a state of highest
elation into one of deepest dejection.
Shouting for joy-sad unto death. Such
is the romance of youth.
vVe cannot agree with tho e who denounce this romance entirely. On the
contrary we pity the young men who are
prosaic to such an extent that they think
only of sour-krout or a turkey dinner, and
are not gladdened by the fragrance of fair
roses and the beauty of blooming violets.
Yet those who make it the ch ief aim and
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object of their yo uthfnl days to enjoy thc
rOlllantic sid e th ereof, arc st i II lIlore dese n 'i ng of Ollr pity. Por life is real, life
is earnest. We ma y legitim1tcly enjoy
th e romantic side of yo uth, but let us not
forget that there is also a rea l sid e to it.
Youth is the time of preparation for the
duties of our future vocation. Th ere is a
French saying, "One does not reap without having sowed." Th e truth of this
saying is apparent. In yo uth we sow
the seed for our future harvest. The
more thoroughl y and th e more conscientiousl y we prepare oU;'seh'e,:, the more
confidently may we hope for success in
our future sphere of activity.
There are two trainiug schools, one is
the recognized instituti on of learning, the
other the school of life. Only a few
words concerning the fonner.
A college education is very desirable,
if carried on in the proper pirit and wi~
dom, both on the part of the student and
of his teachers. The student alone cannot acquire l;ll1ch without the aid of the
teacher; nor can the teacher alone educate the student without the latter's cooperation.
In former centuries the main stress was
laid on cultivating the power of memory.
This has been fortunately di scarded. Now
the desire of the true teacher is not to
burden the memory so much as to call
into activity all the latent powers of the
mind and character; the student is taught
to think for himself. To study IS no
longer drudgery, but a pleasure.
There seems to be a custom in vogue
in some colleges to make the lessons very
long in order to cover much ground in
little time. In the name of all that is
true and si ncere I wi 11 plead here for the
discontinuance of such customs. If anyth ing tends to destroy all love for stud y,
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it is a lesson three times as long as it
should be. \Vh ot is the result of such
training? Either the student leaves college, or he works and toils on until with
a sigh of reliefhe graduates, perhaps with
some ideas of everything, but without
having digested one tenth of the mental
food required. I believe ill hard work,
but not in trying to do that which is impossible. Let us be'directed by experience
and reason in arranging the college curriculum; and in thus dealing with realiti es there will be a new impetus given
to study. The student will enjoy his
work; his mind will grow stronger
from day to day and when he leaves
college he wi II he like a strong tree
wi th deep roots and sufficien t strength to
meet all storms of life.
W~r. T<EKNEs, S. 1'., '97.
THE CASTLED HILLS OF MONTGOMERY.

The lower townships or more strictly
speaking, those nearer Philadelphia, have
exceptronal advantages in add ition to
natural beauty and historic association .
Poets, philanthropists and commercial
magnates ha\'e lived here. Fine churches
and educational institutions flourish. The
continued series of country seats and suburban residenc.es compel the exclamation,
"Is it here that the town and country
meet? Or shall we say that these are
the castled hills of l\Iontgomery county?"
Here are castles on every hill.
'W hen Washington traversed this section in Revolutionary times, he said:
"Truly, this is a country worth fighting
for." But what shall the beholder say at
the present day, when the magnificent
beauty of the scene rises to view?
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The soil of 1\lontgomery is consecrated
sod, and upon it rests the benediction of
peace.
Upon l\Ionlgom e ry's castled hills,
And throug h h er whole domain,
The coming of the Sabbalh stills
The air of slreet a nd la ne.
The church es of lhe counlry side,
On patrioti c sod,
Upraise in g lo ry, far and wide,
Her altars to her God.
These sacred fires upo n h er hill s
Have been a heacon light.
The nobl e sires, whose fame now fills
Wilh deeds of holy lIIig ht

The precious pages of lhe past,
IIere humbly knelt in prayer;
'\"hen war its cruel fortunes cast,
Faith fo und a solace there.
The homes upon h e r castled hills
In smiling beauty rise,
And w hile lhe falhers' failh slill thrills
Her noble race, he r skies
The star of desliny sha ll hold,
IlIIm ulable a nd grand ,
And fUlure ages shall unfold
New glory o'er lhe la nd.
MI NERVA WEINBERGER.
[F rom "Arl Wo rk of Montgoll1ery Cou nty ," issued by the
W. II. PariRli Publil:ibing Company, Chicago, In ollie parts (~I. S.5
eflcb ).]

COLLEGE NEWS.

ZW I NGLIAN SOCIETY.

At the January election the following
officers were chosen: President, F. P.
Laros, '97; Vice-President, J. S. H eiges,
'98; Recording Secretary, R. A. Rinker,
1<)00; Corresponding Secretary, W. M.
Rife, '98; Treasurer, 1\1. N . vVehler, '97;
Chaplain, H. H. Shenk, '99; 1\lusical
Director, J. N. Kugler, '99; Editors
Zwinglian Review, H. J. Ehret, I900,
and G. L. Omwake, '98; Critic, R. L.
Johnson, '97; Janitor, O. L. 1\leminger, A.
On Friday evening,January 8, Hon. L.
1. Handy of Newark, Del., and 1\1r.
Thomas Kelley of New York were elected honorary members. Rev. James VV.
Meminger, Lancaster, Pa., was elected
Zwinglian judge for the vVashington's
Birthday Debate.
The annual lecture given by the
Zwinglian Society was delivered Thursday evening, Jannary 14, by the Hon.
Levin Irving Handy, on "The Road to
Victory or Triumphant Living." Mr.

Handy is recogni zed as one of the best
orators on the American platform and
his lecture is said by many to have been
the best that has been given at Ursinns
within recent years.
SCHAFF SOCIETY.

The library of the Society, which now
contains nearly a thousand volumes, is
constantly being enlarged by friends and
members. The following books have
been recentl y received: B eSide tile B01lIl/e Brier Blish, Ian l\1aclaren, from G.
W. Shellenberger; Life of Dr. S. C.
.l-1071'e, F. B. Sanborn, from J. H. Bomberger; Poet/cal Works of 1(eats alld
Sizelley, froUl Prof. 1\1. Peters; Orthodoxy
Ed. f7, J. F. Clarke, and Christiall jW"ora/s, A. P. Peabody, fr01l1 C. H. Slinghoff;
L ectures ou tile History of tlte J ewz'sll
CllUrcll, 3 volumes, A. P. Stanley, from
H. H. Long; Memorable Scelles z'1l French
History, S. M. Schmucker, fr0111 J. M. S.
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Iscnberg; Tn-roN 0/1//(' .')ca , fro III Mrs. East Northfield, Mass., International Sec1\1. S. Isenberg; lira" III/II/orlal, W. S. retaries, Gilbert A. Beaver and Ceorge B.
Taylor, frol11 the author; //O/ls/lig 0/ Llie Hodgc of ew York, Dr. George Edward
II (Jrh"g People, from Bmeau of Labor. Reed of Dickinson College, Gen. James
Last year Mr. A. C. Thol11pson of this A. Bcaver of Bel1efontc, Dr. J. Wilbur
society had the honor of representillg Chapman of Philadelphia, ancl others.
Vr. inus at the State Intercollegiate con- These names are a sufficient guarantee
test held at Swarthmore, and in the con- that the convention wil1 be wel1 worth
test at Muhlenberg, to be held 011 March attending. Vrsinus wil1 have a large
the twelfth, Vrsinus will again be repre- delegation present.
sented by a Schaffite, R. H. Spangler, '97.
This is encouraging for the society and
LIBRARY NOTES.
we hope our represelltati\'e may this year
place Vrsinus in the lead.
It is gratifyi ng to know that the IiIn response to a coml11unication from brary is not only increasing in the numthe Faculty, this societv has decided to ac- ber of volumes but that all additions
cede to thei r request that the society pay ..have been most carefully selected.
half of the incidental expenses of the . During the past month there have been
coming contest on February 22. Since a number of books added to the library,
there has as yct been no fund establ;shed including the following:
for this purpose and the prizes are offered
Carroll,
Religious Porces in the U. S.
by the members of the Faculty, man)'
Field,
Poems.
felt that it was but just that we bear our
Hare, A. J. C.,
Story of My Life.
I{urtz,
Church History.
share of the expenses this year.

J.

Y. M. C. A.

Matthews,
Nevin, J. W.,
Riley,
Shedd,
Wordsworth,
Zenos,
Pennsylvania,

Story of Architecture.
College Chapel Sermons.
POellls.

Dogmatic Theology, v. 3.
Poems.
Church History.
Stale Reports, 1895-1896.

We are pleased to an nounce that one
of the best entertainments of the year will
The Congressional Record is forwarded
be given under the auspices of the asto the library each day and is placed on
sociation in the college chapel on Tuesfile in the reading roolll.
day evening, February 9, when Rev. and
We can not fail to notice the increased
Mrs. Stanley L. Krebs will render their
per cent. of books 11sed in the library since
delightful musical soiree or concert of
our last report and also the very large
musical miscellan),. Re\,. andl\Trs. Krebs
number of books loaned for special study
are musicians of rare talent and have reduring the holiday season.
cei ved the highest commendation wherever their entertainl11ent has been given.
INTERCOLLEGIATE ORATORICAL
Tickets wil1 be on sale at an early date.
CONTEST.
The State Convention of Young Men's
Christian Associations will be held in
The Pennsylvania Intercollegiate OrReading, Pa., Pebruary 18-21. Among
the speakers are pastor C. 1. Scofield, of atorical Contest, which was to be held at
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Gettysburg, has been changed to Allentown, where it will take place on Friday
eveni ng, 1\1 arch 12.
The following colleges will be represen ted: Lehigh, Lafayette, 1\Iuhlenberg,
Franklin and l\Iarshall, Gettysburg,
Swarthmore and Ursinus.
R. H. Spangler, '97, has been appointed
by the Faculty to represent Ursinus, with
R. L. Johnson, '97, alternate.
PUBLIC LECTURES.

The first of this year's series of open
lectures offered by the college was delivered Tuesday night, January 19, by 1\1 r.
Clarence W. Bromal1, of \"lest Chester,
on the subject, "A 1\Iodern Pilgrimage."
The lecture carried the hearer across the
continent from the Atlantic to the Pacific
by the southern rOllte, abounded in pretty word pictures, happily mingled history,
geopraphy, fact, fiction and incident, and
was wholesome in its practical lessons.
It was well received by the audience.
The next lecture of the series will be
delivered by Prof. O. G. J. Schadt, of
Philadelphia, February 16, sub j e c t,
"Scenes among the Nobility;" and the
third 1\Iarch 23, by Prof. W. W. Deatrick
of the Keystone Normal School.
OLEVIAN LECTURE.

1\1r. Alvin Hunsicker, of Philadelphia,
will deliver an illustrated lecture under
the auspices of the young ladies of the
college in the chapel of Bomberger Memorial Hall, Tuesday evening, March 9.
The lecture will include descriptions
and illustrations, from pictures taken on
the spot within a year, of Bermuda, Porto
Rico, Guadeloupe, 1\Iartinique, Dominica,

Barbadoes, Trinidad, \'enezuela, Jamaica
and Cuba.
Mr. Hunsicker traveled through these
countries with a representative of the
"Illustrating & Engraving Co.," and,
through the courtesy of his friend, secured
a number of very unique and original
photographs, from which he had one
hundred and twenty lantern slides made,
all of which will be used in this lecture.
The habits and customs of the people
will be depicted, as well as the natural
features of the country.
The lecture promises to be extremely
in teresti ng and attracti ve, and we bespeak for the young ladies the largest
attendance of the year.
Tickets will be sold at the uniform
price of twenty-five cents, including reserved seats.
FACULTY ANNOUNCEMENTS.

Since Christmas Prof. 1\1. Peters, Professor of the History of Philosophy and
Christiau Evidences in the college, has
been unable to attend to his work on
account of impaired health. He has been
relieved of all class-room duties for the
remainder of the year, and will devote
such time as he can gi ve to work to the
interests of the library.
Dr. C. A. Saunders, in charge of the
department of l\Iathematics, Physics and
Astronomy, has also been granted leave
of absence, and has gone to New l\Iexico
in the hope of regaining his health 111 a
more salubrious climate.
The work of Dr. Saunders has been
placed in the hands of H. A. Sayre, Ph.
D., who c011lpleted a three years' course
of graduate study atJohns' Hopkins Un;versi ty last June.
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To provide for Professor Petcrs' cLlsscs
an a ppoi n tll1en t bas been m ade wi th a
view to organi zi ng a regul ar department
of Philosophy next year. The man who
will take charge of the work for the present is John Daniel Logan, Ph. D., who,
after graduati ng from coll ege, spen t fo nr
years a t H arvard University, receiving
from th at insti tuti on the A. B., A. M. a nd
Ph. D. degrees.
Dr. Sayre has been appointed upon the
recommendation of th e officers of John s
H opkin s Un iversity, whose Secretary
writes, "He is a well-trained man and a n
excell ent teacher, with considerab le experience." He is also highly recolll m ended by Professor Ormond Stone, editor of
the "Annals of Matlzematz"cs."
Dr. Logan's chief supporter for the pcsition to which h e h as been appointed is
Dr. J ames Seth, one of the editors of th e
"PIzz"losojltz"cal Revz"ew," whose text-book
in Ethics is used in the collpge. Dr.
Seth says, " I have known Dr. L ogan
for many years, both as an undergraduate
and a? a graduate studen t. * * * *
* * * I have no hesitation in say ing
that h e is eminentl y fitted, both by natural aptitude and acq uired scholarship
for the duties of a professorship of phil osophy." Dr. Wm. J ames, Professor of
Psychology, Harvard University, writes,
" H e is a man of superior intellect in th e
department of Metaphysics, and has also
fin e taste in English, writing himself an
excellent styl e."
flID ~ YEAR

EXAflINATIONS.

The mid-year· examinations which have
just been conclnded give unmistakable
evidence of the advance in scholarship
th e college has made in the last few years.

At all the examinations held since a higher standard was introduced years ago a
good ly percentage of students was concH:oned a nd oth ers failed to pass altogeth er. Th e number of s11ch cases is
sm all this mid-year.
DAY OF PRAYER FOR COLLEGES.

The Day of Prayer for Colleges was
observed Thursday by a morning service
at which Dr. L. Y. Graham, of Philadelphia, preached the sermon, and a four
o'clock serv ice conducted by Dr. Good,
Dean of the Th eological Faculty.
URSINUS COL.LEGE ASSOCIATION OF
PHILADELPHIA.

Th e Fifth Annual Dinner of the Ursi nu s College Association of Phil adelphia
will be held at the Hotel Bellevue, Broad
and Walnut Streets, Philadelphia, on
Friday even ing, F ebruary 19, at 6,30
o'clock.
There is every prospect that it will be
eq uall y as attractive as the dinner held
at th e sam e pl ace in 1296, and, as upon
that occasion, will receive the hearty cooperation of many friends of the college.
The m enu and service will be kept in
line with last year's delightful precedent;
th e music will move briskly; and the
President will see to it that the feast of
reason shall be brief and animated.
The officers of the association are as
follows: President, Rev. J. H. Sechler,
D. D. ; Secretary, Augustus W. Bomberger, Esq.,; Executive Committee, H.
Herbert Pigott, Esq., Mayne R. Lougstreth, Esq., Henry A. Matheu, Esq.,
Professor J ames M. Anders, LL. D., Mr.
Ernest H. Longstreth, Rev. Ernest R.

UlZSINUS COLLEGE BULLETIN.

Cassaday, A. M., Jacob A. Strassburger,
Esq., 1\11'. D. Charles 1\lurtha, Rev. C. H.
Coon, A. 1\1., William H. Zeller, A. 1\1.,
Rev. Charles B. Alspach, A. 1\1.
The card announcing the dinner is executed in the colors of the college, red
and black letters on old gold felt paper.
It begins with the following lines, charmingly reminiscent of college days:
"Then hurrah! IOllg Ii ve URSINUS,

By her sons to triumph led
l\lay her cords of love entwine us;
lIlay her principles combine usAnd to noble deeds incline ns
For the black, old gold and red!"

LOCALS.

Skating.
Did you pass?
Keep TIle Ruby in mind.
Don't forget your new year resolutions.
A mby is red but The Rllby will be
read.
Chas. S. Rahn, '96, frequently visits
Ursi'nus.
Spotts went on the ice to cut a dash,
but cnt a Stick.
Work was proll~ptly resumed after the
C h ristm as recess.
Kugler thinks the patron goddess of
Athens was Zeus.
Tlte etltical elld-Io.30 a. m., Friday,
Jannary 29, 1897.
Tlte Ruby will be worth 1'llfchasillg.
Send in your order.

The "Colonel" can't play checkers, but
he can play marbles.
Rapp's position in the club is goodfirst assistant to the cook.

1\riss Kate Mensch spent a few days
with her friends at Ursinus.
1\Iiss - - - , Alec, Holben, Kugler,
Farnsler and Oswald. Next.
Buck has discovered a new thing in
chemistry, the killetic element.
Many enjoyed Levin 1. Handy's lecture 01\ "The Road to Victory."
1\1r. Daniel Kelly has again returned
to college to continue his studies.
The length of our lessons seems to
vary directly with their difficulty.
The students are taking advantage of
the fine skating on the Perkiomen.
The student who does not respect himself will not be respected by others.
Read less, think more, means for most
students, know more, do more, be more.
Some of the Juniors are allowing their
minds to wander from Biology into the
realm of evolution.
Encourage the publication of Tlte RlIPerhaps you may be immediately
interested next year.

by.

Doctor l\Iains delivered a popular lecture at Ursinus six years ago; now he
lectures us every day.
Mr. John C. Stick, of Manchester, Md.,
visi ted his cousi n, J. M. Stick, for a few
days after the holidays.
Luther 1\1. Strayer, Princeton, '99, formerly of U rsinus, visited Collegeville
during Christmas week.
Buck thinks that "ancient boyhood"
is not an impossibility, because he himself is an example of that.
The speakers for the Washington's
Birthday debate are searching diligently
for literature 011 the subject.
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l\[iss ,,yells to Spangler, '97,-" Dr.
Spangler won't let you go ou t again."
Ralph hasn't been out since.
A party of S eni ors and - - , chaperoned by l\Iiss W ells, enjoyed an evening's skating at Sanatoga recently.
Laros, '97, had his hair nicely cnrled
the evening of the reception. He said it
was natural, but the girls knew better.
Miss Mensch-"vVhere is Rom e ?"
Sunday-school scholar-"In Georgia."
Second scholar-"Are all the Romans
Bowmen ?"
Mrs. Mains read a paper on "The Ideal
Country Home" before the Fanners' Institute. It was very much enjoyed by
those who heard it.
'Nyman has received two bats from
Colorado, which he delights in showing
to his friends. All are weleome to call.
Even the professors have admired them.
The first college reception of the new
year, on January 12 , was not well attended by the students. We should alI remember that they are given for our benefit.

Almost all teachers believe that examin ati ons are an evil. Then why not
abolish th em? Surely it is folly to hold
to a cllstom which is entirely unsati sfactory.
Just out-Shelly's first volume of poems; johnson's "Summum Bonum ;" McKee's "Self-pronouncing dictionary containing ten thousand words coined by the
author. "
Dr. Gregory of vVashington, D. C., an
ex-college president and an experienced
educator, recently favored us with an address, and his excellent advice seemed to
be appreciated by all.
The result.-Those who went skating
had a practical knowledge of the problem
of human freedom, while those who
stayed home to study Seth had only a
theoretical knowledge of the same.
Kepler, '98, has just taken up Comparative Osteology, something new for theological preparation, but there is a great
deal about bones in the Bible and no
doubt he will be able to profit by this
work.

ALUM N I NOTES.
Rev. Jacob. Freshman, D. D., has been
elected pastor of the West A venne Presbyterian Church, Buffalo, N. Y., and entered on his labors in the new field, J anuary 3, 18 97.
'75, S. T. Rev. John H. Sechler, D.
D ., pastor of the First Reformed Church
of Philadelphia, Pa., and acting Professor
of Church History, was married, vVednesday morning, January 6, to Miss Emilie
Minster Evans, daughter of the late J. J.
Evans, at "Ivy Home," the bride's hand-

some country residence, near Lancaster,
Pa. The ceremony was performed by
President Spangler and was witnesserl by
only the immediate families of the bride
and groom. The BULLETIN congratulates.
'85. Rev. L. Messinger, A. M., was
installed as pastor of St. Luke'S Reformed
Church, Trappe, Pa., Sunday morning,
January 24, by a committee of Philadelphia Classis, consisting of Rev. H. W .
Super, D. D., LL. D., Rev. J. H. Hendricks and President Spangler.
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'87· Rev. Chas. E. Wehler, A. 1\1.,
delivered a masterly address to the pupils
of the 1\Ianheim High School, Friday
afternoon, December 18,1896, on th e celebration of the poet Whittier's birthday.
The address was very much enjoyed by
the pupils as well as by the directors and
patrons present. Rev. vVehler is very
much interested in educational subjects
and has given Illuch tillle and effort to
ac1\'ance the cause of education.
'93, S. T. Rev. Marsby J. Roth, pastor of Trinity Reformed Church, Hanover, Pa., celebrated the first anniversary
of his pastorate recently. He is kept
busy with the work of his congregation
and his labors are appreciated by his
people.
'93, S. T. Rev. J. C. Leonard resigned
the pastorate of the Upper Davidson
Charge, North Carolina, to accept the
position of Field Secretary of Catawba
College to which he was elected by the
trustees, December 8, 1896. He will
enter upon his work March I, r 897.
'93, S. T. Rev. J. S. Kozower resigned
the Stony Creek Charge, Ohio, and has
been appointed missionary at Glenville, a
subnrb of Cleveland, Ohio. He entered
upon his work January 1.
'95· Osvi lle R. Frantz, A. B., is teaching school in Lehigh County.
'9 6 . 1\Iiss Elizabeth R. Titzel, B. L.,
has private pupils at her home in l\Iechanicsburg.
SEMINARY NOTES.

'97· 1\1. Samson preached in the First
Presbyterian Chnrch, Bloomfield, N. ].,
011 January I, and for Rev. F. W. Berle-

man, D. D., in Salem Reformed Church,
Philadelphia, January 17.
'97· L. ]. Rohrbaugh preached in
Stone Church and Jefferson, York County, Pa., December 27, 1896, and at Alburtis, Lehigh County, Jannary 3, 18 97.
'9 8. C. D. Lerch occupied the pUlpits
at Paradise and Turbotville, Sunday, Decelli ber 27, 1896.
'9 8 . Philip H. Hoo\'er preached in
the East Vincent, Chester County, charge,
Sunday, January 3, 1897.
'9 8. G. W. Shellenberger preached in
"iV olf's and Strayer's ch nrches, York
County, January 3, 1897.
'99· A. C. Thompson preached at
Stone Church, Northampton County,
January 3, 1897.
LECTURES.

On Friday evening, January IS, the
students of the seminary were favored
with a very interesting and instructive
lecture by Dr. W. H. Mosteller of Phcenixville. The subject of the lecture was,
"The Minister in Relation to Himself and
to Others." He gave many interesting
points, especially as viewed from a physician's point of view, and brought much
to the attention of the students.
Rev. A. W. H. Hodder, pastor of the
Sixteenth Baptist Church of New York
City, delivered a course of three lectures
on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursdrty
mornings, January H)-2L The subjects
of the lectures were: "The Minister's Obligations to Humanity i" "The Minister
in the Home of Affliction i" "The Minister in Society." All abounded in gems
of thought and were invaluable to the
students.
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COLLEGE WORLD.
PosnrAsTER-GE'ImAL William L.
Wilson will become president of Washington and Lee
niversity, to succeed
Gen. G. W. C. Lee, resigned.
THE annual report of Capt. R. H.
Pratt, General I\lanager of the Carl isle
Indian School, shows a total enrollment
of 898 students, representing sixty-one
d ifferen t tribes.
FRANKLIN and Marshall College is to
have a new library building with a capacity of 70,000 volumes. The building
will cost about $30,000 and is the gift of
Gen. J. Watts DePeyster of Tivoli, N. Y.
By the generous gift of Mrs. Margaret
Hood the endowment of the Woman's
College at Frederick, Md., has been increased $20,000.
A NUMBER of the college papers observed the holiday season by issuing especially attractive edition. Of these the
WaS/ling/on jeffersonian is to be especialI y commended.
THE College Folio is exceptionally rich
in the character of its contributions. The
December number contains several splendid short stories.
THE Bucknell Mirroy for December
publishes some interesting historical matter bearing on the founding of the University at Lewisburg.
AMONG the many publications found
on our table this mont:l is a booklet from
the Presbyterian Board of Publication, by
Rev. Charles E. Craven, on Jesus and
children. It should be read by everybody.
THE literary departments of a great
many of our exchanges have been enriched by the appearance of specially

writlen articles elicited by the Christmas
annIversary.
WE think the College Studellt makes
a mistake in not devoting more of the
space in its literary columns to the productions of students. l\lore worthy and
readable matter may be gotten from outside sources, of course, but we think one
of the chief objects of the college publication is defeated when its pages are
not used for the stimulation of literary
effort on the part of the students.
THE College FOYllm is always replete
with articles which in their composition
and thought are quite well written. We
intend to offer a criticism, however, on
the abuse of the paragraph, as it appears
in most of these articles. A writer of an
essay in a recent issue honored nearly
e\'ery sentence with the special form and
d:stinction or a paragraph. The value of
an article from a literary point of view is
much diminished by failing to observe
proper form in its composition.
ABOUT a year ago we advanced a criticism on the use of Latin headings in
college papers, calling special attention
to the much used "De Alumnis." One
paper, we observed, had adopted the English heading in its next issue. But many
still continue its use. We wonder why
they do not make the other headings
Latin also. It is mere pedantry, and in
our opinion, very bad form in an English
college joumal. What is still worse, one
very worthy contemporary attempted to
use the Latin form in a recent issue and
committed the unpardonable sin of writing it "De Alumnus." If you must use
the Latin do not make us nervous by
comm i tting such errors.

